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who could not have been aware of the effect of what he
urged. The incidental remarks of some of the gentlemen
on the subject of trade, and especially of restrictions on
gold, struck me as the wretched remnants of error which I
hope will go out with Mr. Chase. I also trust we shall get
rid of his trade regulations, trading agents, and other mis-
chievous machinery.

The subject of the arrest and trial of General Dix in New
York for suspending the publication of the World and Jour-
nal of Commerce was brought forward. There was a little
squeamishness with some on the subject. The President
very frankly avowed the act to be his, and he thought the
government should protect Dix. Seward was positive and
bold on that.

I expressed no opinion, nor did Blair or Bates. While I
regret that the papers should have been suppressed or
meddled with, I would not, I think, permit a general officer
to be arrested and tried by a State judge for obeying an
order of the President. If there is a disposition to try the
question before the United States tribunals, it would be
well to permit it. This was my hasty conclusion.

July 6, Wednesday. Admiral Porter called on me to-day
direct from his command. Had a long interview on his
affairs.

Received dispatches to-day from Captain Winslow of
the Kearsarge relative to sinking the Alabama. Wrote
congratulatory letter. There is great rejoicing throughout
the country over this success, which is universally and
justly conceded a triumph over England as well as over the
Rebels. In my first draft, I made a point or two, rather too
strong perhaps, against England and the mercenary, pirat-
ical spirit of Semmes, who had accumulated chronometers.

While our people generally award me more credit than I
deserve in this matter, a malevolent partisan spirit exhibits
itself in some, which would find fault with me because this
battle did not sooner take place. These assaults disturb me